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Taz E Author of the fol owin g g Diſcourſes 
ſhould, perhaps, have taken the advice of 


Horace * have committed his work 10 


the ear "= ſome friend, and ſi uppreſſed 


' "whe publication for nine or ten years. He 
: certainly would have done ſo, had he 
written for the learned; or wiſhed to en- 
gage the attention of the Reader by ſtu- 
died compoſition, and elegance of ſtyle. 
But, being of opinion, that it was his 
bulinels to endeavour to amend the heart, 


"4 


* Inmeti ; defoendat judicis aures, 
Aut patrs aut cott, ; nontimque ems oh0ds in annum. 
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as well as to inform the underſtanding, he 
Was determined to ſend the firſt fruits of 
his pen into the world, void of every or- 
nament, but truth; being imple, plain, 4 
and practical. With what reception they : 
may meet, the Author knows not. If they 


RE are to ſwim down the gutter of oblivion, 


why cen let them go. But ſhould the 
ſun of favour ſhine upon them, he vil 
chen purſue his plan until he Has com- 
pleated the whole work, of which this | 
ſmall volume Is a a ſpecimen. 5 


| Example bas more 8 upon the 
mind of man than dull and dry precept. 
It is like a hand- poſt, to direct the travel- 
ler the way in which he ſhould go. It 
points out to him the broad way of fin 
and deſtruction, and ſhews him the nar- 
row path chat leads to | happineſs—It ſets 
| life 5 


EF. 


PREFACE. . "UN 


| life and death before him. Gregory ſays, 
that from the Patriarchs we may take the 


us innocence; Enoch, purity of heart ; 


Noah, perſeverance in righteouſneſs; Abra - 
ham, the perfettion of obedience; Iſaac, 
chaſtity in wedlock ; Jacob, conflancy in 
labour Foſeph, forgiveneſs of injuries; 


Moſes, meekneſs towards the moſt obſtinate 


and rebellious ; and Job, an invincible | 


patience in the midſt of all his ſufferings 
and aſtictions. And Baſil tells us, that the 


_ Scripture, (in recording the lives of Saints, 


Patriarchs, and Apoſtles,) doth ſet before 
us ſo many living and animated pictures, 


for a rule by which we may direct our own 


lives. 


| The Author is perfectly aware, that his 
Diſcourſes cannot endure the ſevere teſt of 
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5 criticiſm, and that they ſtand in en of all 

her candour. They were not written for 

the world in general, but for the particular 

congregations to whom they are dedicated. 
Such, however, as they are, he ſends them . 
forth; not without ſome faint hopes, but 
| certainly. with the moſt fervent wiſhes, that 
they may promote the glory of God, and 
the good and benefit of mankind. Ta 
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"And the Lord ſaid unto Cain, Where is 435 


thy brother 2. And he ſaid, I know not: Am 1 

my. brother $ keeper? And he ſaid, What haſt 
thou done? The voice of . brother's blood 
erieth unto me e from the ground. . 

W HAT EVER opinions may be enter- 
: tained concerning original righteouſ- 
neſs and original fin; of the firſt, that Adam 
came out of the hands of his Maker a pure and 
ſpotleſs being, with will and affections neceſſa- 


rily inclined to piety and virtue; and of the 


ſecond, that, when he had eaten of the forbid- 
den fruit, he inſtantly loſt the divine image in 
which he had been created, became contami- 
nated and impure, and entailed the ſame nature 
TE upon 
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upon all his 1 a nature and diſpoſition 
neceſſarily inclined to fin, and by which we 


are to account for all the wickedneſs of men 


before and ſince he deluge: However / theſe 


ſpeculative points and doctrines may have en- 

gaged the attention and puzzled the heads of 
divines and philoſophers to account for the 
origin of evil; certain it is, to all perſons of 
common underfinding, with the Bible in their 
hands, that Adam was placed i in a ſtate of trial 
and probation, which ſuppoſes a poſſibility of 
falling from innocence: And this command- 
ment vas given unto him; Eat not of the for- 
b:dden fruit; or in the day that thou eateſt 
thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die. Obey and live, 
tranſgreſs and die. And equally certain it is, 
that his poſterity have been in the ſame ftate 
ever fince, expoſed alike to trials and temp- 
tations; as was the caſe of the ſon of Adam i in 
the text, who, being tempted and inſtigated 
thereto by the devil, flew his brother Abel. 
And the Lord faid unto Cain, where is Abel thy 
brother? And he faid, I know not: Am 1 my 
brother's keeper? | And he ſaid, What haſt thou 
done? The voice of thy brother's Blood crieth 


| pnto me from the ground. 5 
| We 


= 
. - OF. ABEL. =” 
We are told in ſcripture, that Abel was a 
re and offered always in ſacrifice the ö 
beſt of his flocks. Cain was a tiller of ibe 
| ground, an huſbandman; and brought likewiſe 
of the fruit of the ground an affering unto the 
Lord. But God, perceiving his malice againſt 
his brother, paid no reſpe& to his offering, 
but rejected it; and, on the contrary, was 
Vell pleaſed with the offering of Abel. The 
more favour, therefore, God ſhewed to Abel, 
the more did Cain hate and envy him. Then 
was ſeen the firſt figure and repreſentation of 
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that which was to continue in all ages of the i 
church; yiz, „ That good men ſhould live ; | 
amangſt the wicked, and be forced to ſuffer | A i 
their unjuſt dealings and ene 2 i 
| 1 5 þ 
God bimſelf by TY a Ne SPN? to | 4 
cure the heart of Cain, ſo poiſoned with envy ; 1 4 
ſaying, * Why art thou in wrath with thy brother . 
Why is thy countenance fallen? Muy doſt thou f | | 
pine for grief and vexation ? If thou doeſt well, ; as 
falt thou not be accepted? Shalt thou not be re- j | it 
warded accordingly? And if thou doeft ill, fin 1 
(that is, the puniſhment of this ſin) lieth at the 5 . 
2 


door,” Thou ſhalt reap what thou ſoweſt; 
B 3 | thou 
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thou ſhalt be rewarded according to thy works, 
whether they * been _ or whether nina 
1 5 heve been evil. | 


But 1 is enn great reaſon that even the 
mw of God proves ineffectual upon thoſe 
ſouls that are poſſeſſed with envy; and that 
_ this ſovereign remedy againſt all other diſtem- 
pers of the ſoul, rather inflames than mw 

——_ eee. 5 


The anger of Cain 1. his Nenner in- 
creaſed more and more, notwithſtanding he 
could ſee in him nothing but what was virtu- 
ous and good. So, diſſembling his hatred, he 
went to Abel, and, with all the expreſſions of 
kindneſs imaginable, deſired him to walk with 
dim in the fields. Abel, meaning and fearing 
no hurt, eaſily complied with his brother's 
withes; for he was of too good and open a 
diſpoſition to ſuſpe& that his brother ſhould 
have ſuch an belliſh n _ —_ 


But as they were both in the field er, 
Cain roſe up againſt his brother, and perfidi- 
ouſſy flew him. His me and fury was ſo hot 


| and 


7 


| Dies. or ABEL. | EE 


and extreme, that even the commiſſion of this 
barbarous murder did not make him ſenſible 


of the heinouſneſs of his crime; ſo that when 


God aſked him, where Abel was, he could 


audaciouſly anſwer * that he knew not,” and 


 faid, Am I my brother's keeper g But Gad, 
intending to make the puniſhment of Cain for 


ſhedding innocent blood an example to all 
future ages, to deter all men from the like 
erimes, and to ſhew that He would always be 
the protector of juſt men, and the avenger of 


all the injuries done to them by wicked men; 


He ſeverly upbraided Cain with his crime, 


* 


ſaying, © The voice of 5 brother”s blood crieth 


\ nſw n the groun 


The 3 n him: to hes —_ 
upon the earth, which. his hand had defiled 
with his brother's blood; and to be a fugitive 
and vagabond as long as he ſhould hve; ſet- 
ting a mark upon him, to the end that thoſe 
who ſhould meet him ſhould not flay him. 


And thus Cain went from the preſence of the 


Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod ; where 


he took a wife, had children, and built a 


B4 City, 
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city,” which be called | Enoch; from | his firſt- 
ä . fon.” . 


FU us now W of ies aſe this exam- 
* may be to us Chriſtians, who live in a 
world full of ſtrife, hatred, and enyy, expoſed 
to the ſhafts of nn * —_ * _ 
ſecuuon. N 

The fathers * e Webel upon the 
death of Abel as a type of the death of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and of all thoſe Chriſtians who have 
fallen a ſacrifice to the envy and malice of 
their brethren. And they tell us, that Cain, 
- who was the firſt child of Adam, by his exam- | 
ple taught this important leſſon to all his poſ- 
terity; „That they ought to take care not 
to imitate the envy and hatred of Cain, by 
perſecuting and hating their brethren; ſince 
they may commit murder in their hearts by 
envy and hatred alone, without embroiling 
their hands in their blood, And if they are 
of the number of the true diſciples. of Chriſt, 


. they may learn from this example of Abel, not 


do fear being expoſed to the perſecution of 
men; as this life is a Late of trial and ſuffering, 
: in 
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in which they muſt expe& their ſhare of trou- 


bles, muſt endure afflitions with ey and 


3 in rp virtue. 


If we trace * hiſtory of this dh ab. 


Steeg the ſucceſſive periods of time, we 
| ſhall find that it has been produQtive of much 
miſchief, and of the worſt conſequences to 
mankind, from the cutting off of individuals 


to the deſtruQtion of kingdoms. : To this was 
owing the rebellion of the devil and his angels 
—to this the murther of Abel. For envy was 
Jacob obliged to fly from the face of his bro- 
ther Eſau For envy was Joſeph ſold by his 
brethren into Egyptian flavery—Envy drove 
Moſes from the court of Pharaoh, and diſ- 


placed Aaron from his holy ſtation in the 
camp of the Iſraelites Envy drew down that 
dreadful vengeance upon the tents of Dathan 
and Abiram—Envy engaged Saul in that bitter 
- perſecution of the unoffending David. And, 


to come to more recent examples, look upon 


the unparalleled and cruel ſufferings of the 
Saints and- Martyrs; what were they all but N 
the accurſed effects of envy? And, to crown 

all, behold the Son of God himſelf, led hy 
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the Jews to Pontius Pilate, ee | 
„ oma Tims” 1% Reet 


Since rn ſuch are is eee of | 

_ envious Uiſpoſitions, let us look a little into 
our own hearts, and examine well whether the 

- lurking paſſion be not there. Self- love is the 
principle which influences the heart of man, 
and is the cauſe of envy. | Whenever, then, 
ve look into the world around us, and fee one 
man furrounded with affluence and eaſe, ano- 
ther with honours and power, a third in poſ- 
ſeſſion of every thing to render life agreeable; 
Acre ve not apt to compare their condition 
with our own, to envy them the happineſs 
which we ſuppoſe them to enjoy; and in fact, 
to murmur againſt Providence at this unequal 
diſtribution of his bleſſings? But, Who art 


| 5 2 O man, that replieſt againſt God? Shall 


the thing formed ſay to him that formed it, why 
_ haſt thou made me thus? Hath not the Almighty 


moſt eminently a right to do what he will with 

his own? Is thine eye evil becauſe he is good? 
Reſt ſatisfied then with thy condition, whatever 
it be; whether in the higheſt, in the middle, 
or in the loweſt circle of IG * to do 
e c wy 
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thy duty therein, ab ſearch not into the wiays | 


of Providence, which are above thy compre- 
henſion; for God ſeeth not as man ſeeth; man 
generally regards the outward ee but 1 
the W W to the n 


9 if x we N hu gain ien into 
the cloſets of kings, and ſurvey the great and 

affluent in retirement, when they commune with 

themſelves in their chambers," and are ſtill; we 

might, perhaps, beforced to believe, that they 

. ſometimes fleep upon a bed of thorns—that 


the cup of pleaſure is daſhed with gall—and | 


that happineſs is not always attendant upon 
greatneſs. Not even the poſſeſſion of a crown 
ought to be the object of our envy; ſubje& as 
it is to a thouſand inconveniences, ariſing 
from the very nature of government, and the 


madneſs of the people. But above all, when 


we conſider the danger to which the great and 
affluent are expoſed in their ſpiritual concerns, 
and that it is eaſier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle, than for thoſe, who rely upon 
riches, to enter into the kingdom of God 
this conſideration, we ſhould ſuppoſe, would 
induce us rather to pity, than to envy their 
. .  kigh- 
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high and exalted Bunten In mort, there 
ſeems to be but one thing in the world, one 


ſimgle acquiſition which may reaſonably excite 


envy in our breaſts; and that is a diſtinguiſhed | 
excellence in goodneſs and virtue. The good 
Chriſtian— not only in name and in WO but 


| in deed and in truth. 


10 3 Fre rom 3 1 ha ſaid, it 
appears, that nothing i is more contrary to the 
precepts of our holy religion, nothing more 
ſubverſive of ſocial happineſs and friendſhip, 
than to indulge this baſe and malignant paſſion 
of envy. . For we are commanded by our Sa- 
viour, not only not to ficken at the proſperity 
and good fortune of our neighbour, but to 
rejoice in it, and to love him as ourſelves. 
Nay, ſurther, we are commanded to love even 
our enemies to hold out the right hand of 
friendſhip to our moſt inveterate foe—to bleſs 
them that curſe us—and to pray for them that 
deſpitefully uſe us and perſecute us. Were 
theſe principles (as they ought to be) univer- 
ſally believed and practiſed, this world, inſtead 
. of; preſenting us with ſcenes of animoſity and 


confuſion, would be turned into a paradiſe. 
Inſtead 


4 4-1 


— Dif (B TmF 


Inſtead of individuals envying, back-biting, 
and ſlandering one another, they would culti- 
vate mutual peace and friendſhip. Inftead of 


nation lifting up ſword againſt nation, and 
worrying each other with more than brutal 
fury, there would be war no more. The lion 
would lie down with the lamb, and thoſe hap- 


py days of univerſal truth and righteouſneſs 
would come, whereof we Hare a promiſe i in 


the — 


— 


1 the mean time, then, let us pray to God, 
that he would be pleaſed to cleanſe the thoughts 


of our hearts, and to baniſh from our breaſts 


all envy and hatred of our brethren. And let 
us recolleft, that whilſt we live upon earth, we 
have all enough to do to employ our time and 
thoughts, without concerning ourſelves about 
the affairs of others—without being grieved at 
the proſperity of the wicked, or envying the 
good fortune of thoſe above us. And that 1s, 


to mind © the one thing needful”'—not riches 


and worldly ſplendor, which cannot go with 
us into the grave, or ſay unto our ſouls, we 
are thy ſalvation; but rather let us take care 
that we ſo paſs through things temporal that 

We 
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we finally loſe not the things eternal and let 
us do our duty in that ſtation of life (whether 
high or low, rich or poor) unto which it hath 
pleaſed God to call us. This is our great buſi. 
neſs here—which, if managed vel. 85 turn 
to our account hereafter. e oe 
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HISTORICAL DISCOURSES, 
DISCOURSE IL 


Ge „ ö 
Therefore i 15 the name of it waited Babel; 8 
cauſe the Lord did there confound the language of 
all the earth: and from thence did the Lord 
ſcatter them abroad upon the face 4 all the earth. 


T HE variety of languages ſpoken at this 
day in the different quarters of the globe, 
is a ſtanding memento to mankind, that, God 
refifteth the proud and that the way to 
Heaven, is not by building vaſt edifices, and 
engaging in mighty deſigns and undertakings; 
but by humility; by repentance towards God, 
and faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


It is the intention of the preſent Diſcourſe, 


iſt, To give ſome account of this Tower of 
Babel, and the cauſes of its erection. And 
„ 8 „5 
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adly, To ate a doctrine oppoſite to pride; . 
3 behaviour and demeanour more ſuitable to 
creatures dependent upon, and accountable to, 
their e Creator. 8 1 


in - The Scriptures tell us, that the chil- 
dren of Noah, increaſing and multiplying upon 
the earth, at length found themſelves unable 
to continue and live together, owing to their 
great number and multitude; and were there- 
fore under the neceſſity of diſperſing them- 
ſelves into different countries. But before 
they ſeparated, they engaged in a great under- 
taking, which ſtands recorded in the ſacred 
Vritings, as a proof of the folly and vanity of 
 man.— They were all of one language, and 
one ſpeech. And as they journied from the Eaſl, 
they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and 
there they dwelt. And they ſaid one to another, 
| Go to, let us male brick, and burn them tho- 
roughly. And they had brick for ſtone, and 
lime for mortar. And they ſaid, Go to, let us 
build us a city and a tower, whoſe top may reach 
| unto Heaven; and let us make us a name, leſt we 
. be ſcattered abroad wow the es of the whole 
. . ” | 


- 
WC 


The 
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The reaſons of their wiſhing to build 8 0 
: bigh a tower, were, © to make themſelves a «< 
name,” to eternize their memory, and to hand . 
themſelves down to poſterity by this ſuperb 
and ſtately ſtructure. Beſides which, they de- 
| ſigned, doubtleſs, by theſe means to ſecure 
themſelves againſt God- himſelf, if he ſhould ; 
ever again attempt to puniſh the world by a 
deluge; which would not be able to hurt 
them, when once they ſhould have finiſhed P 
their intended building. But God being wil. 
| ling even then to make it appear, that there is 5 
no other way for man to raiſe himſelf but by 
humility; and that he muſt rather think of 
appeaſing the wrath of God by repentance, 
than of defending himſelf againſt his juſt ven- 85 
geance by vain and ſucceſsleſs attempts 5 
came down (ſaith the Scripture) to fee the 
city and the tower which the children of men 
were building. And mocking at their ridicu- 
lous undertaking, ſaid, the people is one, and 
have all one language, and this they begin to do: 
and now nothing will be reſtrained from them 
which they have imagined to do. Go to, let us 
go down, and there confound their language, 
tat 288 may not underſtand one anether' $ * 
C 2 So 
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So the Lord ſeattered them abroad from thence 
bon tue face of all the earth: and they left off to 
build the city. Therefore is the name of it 
called Babel; 15 the Lord ſo confounded 
their tongues and words, that it was impoſſible 
for them to underſtand what 8 _ one 


i to another. 5 


And aha were they obliged to leave this 
work of human vanity unfiniſhed, and to diſ- 
perſe themſelves over the face of all the earth: 
and that was the reaſon of calling the tower, 

| the tower of Babel and confuſion. : 
Let us now 5646 in x be 888 plas; ac 
may be collected from a review of this ſubjeR, 
for our own information and inſtruction in 


os. e 3 


| Z This proud building has ever fince (accord- 
ing to one of the fathers) been a figure of 
what mankind would do in all ages afterwards; 
who ſeem to wiſh to raiſe to themſelves a 
tower alt God, to ſecure themſelves from 
bis juſtice, and to oppoſe themſelves againſt his 


majeſty; endeavouring rather to immortalize 5 
f their 


puniſh the vanity of men in that member 
| where it reigns moſt, that is, in the tongue; 


and to domineer over his fellow men. 


ſince overſpread the world, and continues to 
this day, is a warning voice, echoing through- 
out the whole earth, and teaching all people, 
that © pride was not made for man, nor a 


haughty ſpirit . him that i is born of a woman.” 


What remains 1 but that we endeavour 
to ſweep the houſe clean of pride, and admit 
within our boſoms, humility—a diſpoſition. of 
mind more ſuitable to our characters as men 


and as Chriſtians. 


As men, we are indebted to God for our 
creation, our preſervation, and all the com- 


hath made us, and not we qurſelves—His 
watchful providence is always over us, is 


f 


c 3 out 
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their names on earth, than to become truly 
great in heaven. God was willing then to 


which man makes uſe of to expreſs his vanity, 


And this- diverſity of tongues, which has 


forts and bleſſings of this life. It is he that 


: about our pa, and about our bed, and ſpieth 
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cout all our ways— To him we pray, and he 
gives us our daily bread He poureth down 
his rain upon the earth, and maketh it very 
plenteous He watereth the vallies thereof, 
which ſtand ſo thick with cork, a” OT ſeem 
to laugh and fing. | 


wor ſurely if there be any ſenſe of gra- 
titude in the human breaſt for theſe, bleſſings 
Which we daily and hourly receive, ought it 
not to excite in us humility towards our great 


ey benefaQor; when we conſider, that, not our 


- prudence or foreſight can procure theſe things 
for us, but the good God of Heaven, who 
ſendeth fruitful ſeaſons, and Mlleth our hearts 
VwWiuoith food and gladneſs? | 
To which if we add our obligations to God 
as we are Chriſtians, we ſhall have ſtill ſtronger 
motives to be of an humble and contrite 


heart. 


F or, God ſo loved a ſinful world ale he 
ſent his only-begotten Son; to the end, that 
all who believe in him, ſhould not periſh, but 


5 have everlaſting life. Yes, for our fakes did 
"ID | he 
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he come down from heaven, 4 a take the 


human nature upon him; for our ſins he died 
upon the croſs, and was raiſed again for our 
| juſtification; that the ſentence, pronounced 


upon Adam and all his poſterity, might be re- 
verſed, and death unable to keep mankind for 
ever e in the gravel | 


When we conſider a little this aſtoniſhing 
inſtance of divine goodneſs and condeſcenſion; 
this love of God to man; when we reflect 
upon the heinous nature of ſin, which nothing 

but the precious blood of Chriſt could expiate, 


ought we not to take ſhame to ourſelves, and 
with an humble and a contrite heart to * 


Proach the holy altar? 


As Chriſtians, then humility is che garment 
which we ought to wear; humility is the diſ- 
poſition of mind which becomes us, and which 
is moſt acceptable to our Almighty Father. 
For we are told, that © whoſoever ſhall humble 


himſelf as a little child, the Same Jhall be greateſt 


in the kingdom of heaven,” 


7. WE: Cy: learn from what has been ſaid, that 
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if we-wiſh to gain admiſſion: into the kingdom 
of heaven, we muſt exerciſe the virtues of ſelf 
. abaſement, meekneſs, and humility ; muſt re- 
pent us of our ſins, and believe in Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Saviour of the world. Humility is a tem- 
per inculcated only by the Chriſtian religion, 
equally oppoſite to the proud and ſelſ-ſuffi- 
cient principles of antient philoſophers, as well 
as modern deiſts. No, heaven is not to be at- 
tained by the diſplay of valour, of patriotiſm 
and friendſhip, or mighty deeds in arts or in 
arms. | Theſe are all ſelfiſh virtues, and ſelf is 
[ nome Cafes fhich, | 


| 


(Before we cuindtude, It may be neceſſary to 
obſerve, that there are many perſons in the 
world who are ready to acknowledge, that hu- 
mility of heart and mind is due from man to 
God; but that a high look and proud ſtomach is 
Juſtifiable from man to man. To which we an- 
ſwer, that, however it may be the way of the 
world, yet ſuch a ſpirit, and ſuch a conduct, is 
contrary to that goſpel which we profeſs to 
believe. That goſpel teaches us to love one 
another to do unto all men as we would wiſh 
they ſhould do unto us. It tells us, that by 
2 : | | pride 


| pride cometh contention—and, that he who de- 


Tpiſeth his neighbour, ſinneth—It exhorts us to 


be humble-minded; not like the Scribes and 
| Phariſees to take the uppermoſt rooms at feaſts, 
and the chief ſeats in the ſynagogues—and to 


love greetings in the markets; and to be called. 
of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. But, be not, ye called 


Rabbi, (ſaith our Saviour to his Diſciples and 
to all Chriſtians) for one is your maſter, even 
Chriſt, and all ye are brethren. Neither be ye 
called maſters, for one is your maſter, even Chriſt. 


But he that is greateſt among you ſhall be your 


ſervant. And whoſoever ſhall exalt himſelf ſhall 
be abaſed ; but he that trumbleth himſelf TY” be 
exaited,” |. 80 . 


To conclude. This then being the e dein 


of Chriſt, and which he further recommended 


by his own example, let us endeavour to put it 
alſo into practice. Let us humble ourſelves in 


the preſence of Almighty God, feeling the im- 


menſe diſtance which there is between Creator 
and creature, and our dependence upon Him 


for every thing that we enjoy; but, above all, 
acknowledging his ineſtimable love in the re- 


demption. of the world by our Lord Jefus' 


Chriſt, 
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Chriſt; for the means. of e ang: Tor the 
hope of _ 


. 1 lally, Tn our e with man. 
kind, let us not look up to our ſuperiors with 
groveling timidity, or down upon our inferiors 
with contempt and ſcorn; but ſo behave our- 
ſelves as to give none offence—to fear God, to 
honour and obey the. king, and all that are put 
in authority under him and to act our part 
well upon the ſtage of life, whether we be placed 
upon the high mountain, or in the vale below. 
And, whilſt others labour for nothing but riches 
and honours, climb up the hill of ambition, and 
think to build a ſecond Babel for themſelves, 
which may reach as high as heaven; let us (re- 
membering that riches profit not in the day of 
wrath, and that worldly greatneſs and ſplendor 
cannot follow us into the grave) be clothed with 
humility Let us ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait 
gate; and, avoiding the broad way of ſin and 
deſtruction, let us walk in that ſure, though 
narrow path, that leadeth to eternal life. 
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> 


Ifraelites 


St 


- 
. 
R 
cy * 
A 3 
at * [4 
; 
S | 
Z 6 
— 25 — 
c 
> F . 
* — 
2 ; 
8 # 
i 
p - 
Fr 
— > . A 
* 
1 2 
* 
1 
* 
1 
4 * 
* 
7 * 
J * 4 5 
$ bi * 
” „ 
* 
* 
bk 1 
* 
1 
i 
1 
0 
k Ev - 
i 
Fd 
* 
: 
- 
— 
ay 
— 
\ 
0 4 
* 


- 


4 
—— — ] ˙—¹A re ⅛˙—wu 


I; * ud _— — 2 * A. . , * 


| HISTORICAL DISCOURSES. 
DISCOURSE IL 


Exo0DUs xv. q, 10. 


he enemy ſaid, I will purſue, I will overtake, 
T will divide the ſpoil: I will draw my ſword, 
my hand ſhall deſtroy them. 

' Thou didft blow with thy wind, the ſea covered 
them: they ſank as lead in the mighty waters. 


. e words are taken from the Song of 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving which Moſes 
and the Children of Iſrael ſan g unto the Lord, af- 
ter they had been delivered from the hand of Pha- 
raoh. They deſcribe the eagerneſs of Pharaoh 

and his army to purſue, to overtake, to divide 
the ſpoil; and ſet before us, in language moſt 
magnificent and ſublime, the omnipotence of 
God; who then fo miraculouſly interpoſed in 
favour of his people, by making a paſſage for 
them * the midſt of the ſea, and pouring 
deſtruction 
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denruflion upon the heads of their enemies. 
Thou didſt blow with thy wind, the fea covered 


tem: 'they ſank as lead in the mighty waters! / 
Yes! this aſtoniſhing miracle fully proves the 
| truth of Solomon's aſſertion, that, there is 


no wiſdom, there. is no underſtanding, there 
is no counſel againſt the Lord. The horſe is 
prepared againſt the * Y we but ja rf ety i is 
of the Lord. | | 


3 


Let us than attend the Ifradlites 3 in 8 de. 


_ | parture from Egypt towards the land of Ca- 


naan; God being their leader and guide in a 
pillar of a cloud by day, and in a pillar of fire 
by night. Let us accompany them to the ſea- 


ſhore; and; when we behold the red ſea divid- 


ed in two parts—the Children of Iſrael going 


' ſafely through the midſt of it—and Pharaoh 


and his Hoſt overwhelmed in the deep—let us, 
whilſt we contemplate theſe things, acknowledge 


the mighty power of God, which was ſo ſig- 


nally exerted for the preſervation of the Jews; 


and let us (with the Pſalmiſt upon that occaſion) 


give thanks unto the God of Heaven, and unto 


the Lord of Lords; for 5 wy; endureth 
Ver ever. 5 


When 


k 
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wn II. 
When russel; convinced at length by the 


* with which his country had been viſited, 
permitted the Children of Iſrael to go and ſerve 


the Lord, it is remarkable, that God led them 
not through the way of the land of the Philiſtines, 
although that was near, to the land of Canaan; 


but He led them about through the way of the 


wilderneſs of the red ſea: doubtleſs by - theſe 


means, to try their faith; to draw forth Pharaoh 


to his deſtruction, and to magnify: his power; 
that they all might more firmly and ſincerely 
believe. So we likewiſe, in our journey to- 
wards Heaven, ſhall find it difficult to keep 


the ſtraight and narrow path; being often 


drawn aſide from our duty by the temptations 
of the world, the fleſh, and the devil. | 


| God went before tram by . in a pilar 
of a cloud, and, by night in a pillar of fire; 
a viſible ſign, to guide them ous the vaſt 
wilderneſs of Arabia. 


The uls/of this 3 to ew them the 


way to give them light in the dark ſeaſon of 
the night—to protect them from the heat of 
the 3 which would otherwiſe have been 
intolerable. 
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Infaderable... As TIA Pſalmiſt ſays, He ſpread 


out a cloud to be à covering, and fire to give light 


in the might. ſeaſon— And alſo, to defend them 
againſt their enemies; as when God removed 
it, and placed it between the camps of Iſrael 
and Egypt; giving light to the former whilſt 


paſſing through the fea, and involving, the 


85 other 4 in total darkneſs. 


| Thus the- Children of RY coding Y 


about fix hundred thouſand ſouls, and defended 
with the favourable kindneſs of God as with a ſhield, 


vent out with an high hand; and (obeying the _ 


command of God) encamped by the ſea. For 


| (faid the Lord- to his ſervant. Moſes) I will 


—_ 


harden Pharaoh's heart, that he ſhall follow after 


them; and I will be honoured upon Pharaoh and 
upon all his hoſt, that the Egyptians Go __ 


1. T am the Lord. 


nn bitte that they were OY 
out of his hands, and that the three days, which 


they had required to go and ſacrifice in the 


wilderneſs, were ; already paſt; and that there 
was no probability of their return :—forgetting 
all the prodigious judgments with which God 

„„ ä had 


1 


1 
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had plagued him; and his habitual hardneſs of 
heart getting the e of wa he I 


to pgs hem + 7 ; 


Notes deſcribes bet words, the war-like 
preparations of Pharach. He made ready his 
chariot, and took his people with him. And he 
took fix hundred choſen chariots, and all the chari- 
ots off Egypt, and captains over every. one of them. 
Beſides which (according to a Jewiſh hiſtorian) 


he had an army of fifty thouſand horſe, and 


two hundred thouſand foot. If any one ſhould 
objeR, that all theſe preparations were unequal 

to the conqueſt of ſix hundred thouſand men; 
we anſwer, that the Egyptians knew that they 
were to engage with a weak and undiſciplined 


multitude, a great part of whom conſiſted of 


. women and children. Therefore they feared 

not their immenſe numbers, and hoped to gain 
an eaſy victory over them. Neither would 
they have been deceived in their expectations, 
had not the God of Abraham, of Iſaac, and of 
Jacob, 1 for Iſrael. 


Let us now turn our eyes to the camp of the 
Iſraelites. The ſea was before them; behind 
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them the army of Pharaoh; and ſeeing them 


ſelves in this danger, they were filled with terror 


and conſternation: Alas! forgetful of their late 


miraculous deliverance; forgetful of the hand 


which had led them through the dreary deſert, 
in a Pillar of a cloud by day, and in a pillar of 
fire by night! What becauſe there were no graves 


in Egypt, (ſaid they to Moſes) haſt thou taken 


us away to die in the wilderneſs Pgwherefore haſt 
thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of 


Egypt: Is not this the word that we did tell thee 


in Egypt, ſaying, Let us alone, that we-may ſerve 


tie Egyptians? for it had been better for us o 
ſerve the Egyptians, than that we ſhould die in the 


| Moſes endeavoured, as much as he could, 
to- comfort them in this extremity, by aſſuring 


them of divine affiſtance, and telling them to 


fear not, but fland ſtall, and ye ſhall ſee. the ſalva- 
tion of the Lord: for the Egyptians, whom ye 


have ſeen to day, ye ſhall ſee no more for ever. 


The «at a6 ax: and * hold 
your peace 


Ie: was — Moles 5 the dns 
of 


5 


* — 
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of God, ſtretched out: his hand over the ſea; 
the waters of which immediately divided; and 
ſtood on: heaps, like ſolid rocks, on the right 
hand and on the left. The Children of Ifrael, 
aſſiſted by the. fiery pillar, marched ſafely 
through this miraculous way which the Lord 


had made for them; and the Egyptians, with- 
out being daunted at this: os W 
"—_— purſued OR | 


* 
Mes 


But God FIRE conſe them to his ſenſible of | 
the difference which he made between them 


and his people. For, in the morning watch, 


glancing an angry look at the hoſt of Pharaoh 


from the fiery and cloudy pillar, he ſtruck them 
with confuſion and diſmay! ſending intolerable 
ſhowers and grievous thunders and lightnings 


upon them; by which they . were ſo terrified, 


that they ſought to flee baek again, when. they 


were now come into the depth of the -ſea; 
laying, Let us flee from the face of Iſrael, for the 


Lord Aale for them Your the Egyptians. 


4 


Then it was that the Lot ſaid unto Moſes, 3 
Stretch out thine hand over the ſea: that the waters | 


may come again upon tie Egyptians, upon their 


2 chariots, 
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chariots, and pon their horſemen. Which being | 
done accordingly, the divided waters joined 
together again, and ruſhed with fury upon 
Pharaoh and his army, and utterly deſtroyed 
them. This was done when the morning ap- 
peared; that by the light of day the Iſraelites 
might ſee God's judgments upon their enemies 
and be thankful. The enemy ſaid, I will pur- , 
' fue, I will overtake, I vill divide the fpoil; I 
will draw my fword ; my hand ſhall deſtroy them. 
Thou didſt blow with thy wind—the ſea covered 
1 OR as lead i in the * waters. 


-Before 1 ache 1 i, it may not 
held improper to anſwer the objections of thoſe 
who affirm (with reſpect to this diviſion of the 
red fea) that Moſes, being ſkilful in the times 
of the ebbing and flowing, took this opportu- 
nity to lead the Iſraelites over; of which the 
Egyptians being ignorant, they conſequently 
periſhed. - But this is moſt falſe and abſurd. 
1. Becauſe as that fea was the Egyptian ſea, the 
Egyptians muſt have had as much knowledge 
of the coming and going of the tide as Moſes 
or any other man could. 2. Becauſe every 
one who knows any thing of the ebbing and 

flowing 
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flowing of the ſea, knows, that when the ſea 
ebbs, it only makes one part bare next the 
ſhore, but does not affe& the middle of the ſea 
ſo as to make that part bare alſo; which evi- 
dently was then the caſe, the waters being a wall 
unto the Fews on their right hand and on their 
left. Joſephus, to make this diviſion of the | 
ſea the more probable, ſays, that God did the 

like once for Alexander and his army; the 
Pamphilian ſea making way for them to paſs, 

that he might deſtroy the Perſian Empire. 


Doubtleſs, therefore, the mighty hand and 
ſtretched-out arm of God was conſpicuous in 
this deliverance of his people. And it ſeems 
indeed to have had a good effect upon them; 
for the conſequence was, that they feared the 
Lord, and believed the Lord, and his ſervant 
Moſes. To believe in Moſes, is here meant 
only to believe his prophecy, or to put confi- 
dence in his faithfulneſs, when they ſaw ſuch 
ſigns and wonders wrought by him. They did 
not believe in him, as though by his own power 
he could fave them, but in God only; and in 
Moſes declared to be an inſtrument, under God, 
to ſave them. For we are forbidden to truſt 
5 * in 
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in man, and thriektenad if- we do. O put not 
Jour truſt in princes nor in any child of man; for 
there is no help in them. Some put their truſt in 
chariots, and ſome in horſes. | But we wil remem- 
ber * name 13 the Lord our God. þ 


10 "00 OO I. This e is a con- 
vincing proof of the divine power and great- 
- neſs; as God declared to Moſes, that the rea- 
ſon of his performing theſe prodigies was, that 
men might know that he was the Lord; might 
reverence his Majeſty, and acknowledge his 
omnipotence. And indeed it ought to raiſe in 
our breaſts the moſt awful and exalted ideas of 
the Supreme Being, when we conſider him as 
7 commanding all nature; the heavens, the earth, 
the air, the ſea, all ready to obey him! And let us 
recollea, that this God is not the God of the 
Jews only, but of the Gentiles alſo; of us, 
who live-in the uttermoſt parts of the earth, 
ſegregated and cut off from the nations. Let 
us then fear this Almighty Being, and endea- 
vour to keep his commandments; for this is 

the cena a of man. e 

14. The red ſea; is is iguraive of baren, * 

b 22 it 


* 
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it is applied by St Paul. Moreover, brethren, 1 
would not that ye ſhould be ignorant, hom that al! 
our Fathers were under the cloud, and all paſſed 

through the ſea; and were all baptifed unto Mo- 
fes in the cloud, and in the ſea. And did all eat 
tie ſame ſpiritual meat; and did all drink the fame 

\ foiritual drink; for they drank of that ſpiritual 

_ rock that followed them; and that rock was Chriſt. 
As therefore the Iſraelites, when they entered 

the red ſea, were purſued by the Egyptians, 
ſo we, being baptized, are purſued by our 

ſpiritual enemies. But, having lived a life 
- anſwerable to our Baptiſm, i. e. having re- 
nounced the devil and all his works, believed 
in God and ſerved him; we then come ſafe to 
the ſhore of happineſs, and all our enemies ere 
deſtroyed; deſtroyed by the red Dione of Chriſt, 
ſet forth in baptiſm, 


Let us not then cowardly yield to the temp- 
tations of ſatan, with which he continually 
purſues us, but manfully reſiſt them. Let not 
the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, or the 
pride of life, induce us to forget the Lord our 
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maker; or the love which we owe to bim, who 1 
died for us upon the croſs. And though we Tp 
| - D 4 | 1 muſt 
\ 
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| muſt be aſſaulted untill death by the world, the 
fleſh, and the devil; let us, having faith in the 


2 atonement of- our Saviour” s blood, be not diſ- 


mayed at th m. His blood, like the fiery and 
cloudy pillar, ſtands between us and our ene- 
mies—ſtrikes terror and confuſion into death 
and hell and leads captivity captive. It mak- 
eth interceſſion for us at the bar of heaven 
it reconcileth us to God the Father - waſnes 
avay our fins, and blots them out for ever. 
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DISCOURSE 1. 
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Jupers v. 31. 


els let all thine enemies periſh, O Lord: but ” 


| div that love Him be as the Jun, when he Wet 
e . 150 PE Fs + 


| borah, and Barak the ſon of Abinoam, 


which they ſang on that day when the Lord 


delivered Iſrael from Jabin king of Canaan, 


and diſeomfited the hoſt of Siſera, and all his 


: chariots, with the edge of the ſword. The 


ſong itſelf is written in a very fine ſtyle, at 


once beatiful and ſublime; and the ſubje& of 
it, upon which we intend to diſcourſe this. day, 
affords ample materials for inſtruction. It 
ſhews us, that God ſometimes chooſes the 
weak things of the world to confound the 
e that are ae in oroes that no fleſh 
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ſhould RM? in his preſence; but all mankind _ 
_ ſhould confeſs, that they are not to truſt to the 
Word, or to the bow, or to chariots. of 
iron, to help them; but that the battle is the 
Lord's, and thoſe who are filled with his holy 
ſpirit, go forth to certain n viQory. : 


If we turn to the Lak of Judges, we ſhall | 

find that the children of Iſrael, after the death 
of Joſhua and the elders, did evil in the fight 
of the Lord. They had no judge or go- 
vernor over them, and conſequently fell into 
great anarchy, confuſion, and licentiouſneſs, . 
every one doing that which ſeemed right in his 
own eyes, and practiſing all manner of wicked- 
neſs with greedineſs. Wherefore the Lord 
fold them into ſlavery; but, upon their 
_ earneſt prayers to Him, he in his mercy raifed 
up Captains / to Over" —_ who were 2 
Jager. F 


The Jews had now groaned for twenty years 
under bondage to Jabin the king of Canaan, 
the captain of whoſe hoſt was Siſera, a mighty 
man in valour, and one who could bring nine 
hundred chariots of i iron to the field of battle. — 


At that time, Wo in EE to his people, 
| To and 


Dif. | SR - or SISERA. | 45 
l and i in order to deliver them from their oppreſ- 
ſors, raiſed up Deborah, a propheteſs, the wife 
of Lapidoth, who then judged Iſrael. As it 
is expreſſed in the ſong; © In the days of Sham- 
gar the ſon of Anath, in the days of Fael, the hagh- 
ways were unoccupied, and the travellers walked © 
' through bye-ways. The inhabitants of the villages 
ceaſed, they ceaſed in Tfrael, until that I Deborah 
_ that 1 mo a mother in Ijral.” 


It was during the government of this woman 
that Jabin king of Canaan declared war againſt 
the Jews, and ſent out an army to fight them, 
under the command of Siſera, the captain of 
the hoſt. Deborah, nothing terrified or alarm- 
ed at this threatened attack, gave' as great 
proofs of her talents for war as ſhe had for- 
merly given of her prudence and abilities in 
times of peace. In the firſt place, ſhe ſent 
for Barak the ſon of Abinoam, and ſaid unto 
him, © Hath nct the Lord God of Iſrael command- 
eld, ſaying, Go, and draw toward mount Tabor, and 
take with thee ten thouſand men of the children of 
Naphitali, and of the children of Zebulun? And 1 
vill draw unto thee to the river Kiſhon, Siſera the 

captain of Fabin's army, with his chariots and 
„ e 5 


—— ᷑ ö §— U— 222 — ͤö 


Any An to the e e 


thali jeoparded their lives unto the death in the 
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his 1 wad I. * deliver FTE into thike . 
Hand. But Barak, being perſuaded that the 


happy ſucceſs of his arms: depended upon. her. 


preſence, would not conſent to take the com- 
mand of the army, unleſs Dehorah Ewe ac- 


170 this hes 1 . and went 
forth with Barak in ſearch of Siſera, the ſpirit 
of God being upon her, and well-knowing all 
the time, that they were not going ſo much to 
8 e 8 3 

On hs other- ade, Silera ids formed. 
that Barak the ſon of Abinoam was gone up to 
Mount Tabor, gathered together all his cha- 
riots, even nine hundred chariots of iron, and 
all the people that were with him, from Haro- 
ſheth of the Gentiles, unto the river Kiſhon. 
- Upon which Barak, being inſpirited by Debo- 
rah, (who declared that on that day the Lord 
would deliver Siſera into his hands) deſcended 


from Mount Tabor, with an army of ten thou-.- 


ſand men, and defeated Siſera at the brook of 
Kiſhon. Then it was that © Zebulun and Nap- 


high 


8 
; 
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high places of the field. They fought from debe: 
the EY in their _ TO againſe 10 


| That 1 a after kink 
- ſeen all his army cut in pieces by the enemy, 
vas obliged to deſcend from his chariot, and 
took refuge in the tent of Jael, the wife of 
Heber the Kenite; for there was peace be- 


tween Jabin and the houſe of Heber 1 | 


EKenite. 


Siſera, 3 and FOND drank ſome 


milk, and laid himſelf down to fleep in the 


tent of Jael. Then “ e put her hand to the 
nail, and her Tight hand to the workmen's ham- 


| mer, and with the hammer ſhe ſmote Siſera. At 


her feet. he bowed, he fell," he lay down; at her 
fleet he bowed, he fell, And Barak, at that 


inſtant paſſing by in purſuit of Siſera,  Jael 


came out to meet him, and ſhewed him where 
the vanquiſhed enemy lay dead in her tent, 
with a nail driven into his temples. . 


— 


| After this Deborah lang a ſong of praiſe and 


thankſgiving to God for the victory which had 
been obtained, and for the deliverance vouch- 


ſafed unto his people Iſrael. 
Before 
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5 -Befors: we « ee the historical part of this 
. diſcourſe, we cannot but-point out to you the 
affecting ſituation of the mother of Siſera, who 
is deſcribed as © looking out at a window, and 
HE crying out through the lattice, Why is his chariot fo 
long in coming? Why tarry the wheels of his 
- chariot?” And immediately anſwering. her 
own queſtion, exulting doubtleſs in the idea 
of her ſon's return, laden with ſpoils: and 
_ crowned with victory. © Have they not ſped? 
Have they not divided the prey, to every man a 
damfel or two ? to Siſera a prey of divers colours, 
a prey of divers colours of needle-work, of divers 

colours of needle-work on both fides, meet for the | 
necks of them that fake the 1 EY 


What muſt inves been her grief and W 
tion when ſhe heard that her beloved ſon was 
defeated and put to death by a woman, is 
more eaſy to conceive than to deſcribe. The 
inſpired writer takes no further notice of her, 
but concludes with rapturous expreſſions of 
triumph and exultation. * So let all thine ene- 
mies pert iſh, O Lord! but let them that love him 
be as the 5 when he ang ac m his gy of 


II. We ſhall now make A few obſervations 
X upon 


* : = II. 
1 8 
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upon what has been, delivered, in endeavour. 
to reap a little een _ the Apa be- 


* us. 


71 is vorthy or 8 that the war was 
ds by Deborah, and finiſhed. by Jael. And | 
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both are illuſtrious examples, that God can 
beſtow upon women, as well as men, the cou- 
rage and conduct neceſſary for great and ar- 
. duous enterprizes. For we ſee here Deborah g 
13 that people in order and ſubjection, ; 
whoſe murmurs even Moſes ( that. wonderful 
Prophet) could not appeaſe. ' She was the firſt 
ſovereign princeſs that ever God fet over his 
people; and, during her government, they 5 
proſpered, | 1 
We may further obſerve, that there is no- 
thing truly great and excellent upon earth, but 11 
Vvhat proceeds from the ſpirit of God that the 1 N 
moſt courageous men become weak as women, — [ 
"when left to themſelves, and deſtitute of this '* A 
1 women more magnanimous than i jb 
men, when inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt. And 0 
then is that ſaying of St. Paul's verified, that 105 
God often chooſes the fooliſi things of the world [has 
to confound the wiſe, the weak td confound the © 1 
VOL, 1. E ftrong, | 
"I 
4 
.- 
| : 
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feng end the things that are not, to confound the 
things that are. Both the old and new teſtament 
are full of examples. How, otherwiſe, could 
Moſes and the Children of Iſrael have eſcaped 
the vengeance of Pharaoh? Was it not by 
the ſpirit of God that he divided the red ſea 
and made a (paſſage for them? and obtained 
the victory againſt the Amalekites, by only 
holding up his hands to Heaven? How, other- 
wiſe, could his ſucceſſor, Joſhua, have paſſed 
dver the river Jordan? Why did the walls of 
Jericho fall down at the ſound of the trumpets 
chat went before the ark of the Lord? Why 
did the fun ſtand til) upon Gibeon, and the 
moon, in the valley of Ajjahlon, until Joſhua 
had avenged himſelf of his enemies? 


5 % 
5 
a 


It was owing to the aſſiſtance of this ſpirit 
that Samſon killed the lion—that he flew a 
— thouſand. Philiſtines with the jaw-bone of an 
aſs, carried away the gates of Gaza, and pulled 
don the houle of ee the bead of 
melt and of his enemies. ER, 


| 'To this maybe . 
Philiſtines by thunder and lightning from 
| heaven, 


if ' ; . — 
> 0 þ \ 4 


Dif 1. „ 7 


heayen, at the facrifice and prayer of Samuel. 
To this the death of the uncircumciſed Gohah; | 


with a ſling and with a ſtone. The time would | 


fail to tell of Elijah and the four hundred and 


fifty. Prieſts of Baal—of Eliſha dividing. the 
£ waters of Jordan with the mantle of Elijah 
and curing Naaman the Syrian, of his leproſy— 


how the mighty Sennacherib was driven back 
with diſgrace to Nineveh—Daniel preſerved 


alive in the den of liong—and Shadrach, Me- 
ſhach, and ee, in 1 0 OY "ou 
_— | 


All theſe 8 were "ia by the ſviri of 
God; and they teach mankind this important 


leſſon, that every thing which is excellent and 


admirable in the creature, is to be aſcribed to 
the over-ruling aid and allſtance of _ ter 
Creator. . | EIS 


< © 


- Wa: who live in the uttermoſt parts of the 
earth, ſhould not at this day have heard the 


| ſound of the goſpel, had not the ſame ſpirit of : 
| God been with the Apoſtles and firſt teachers of 


Chriſtianity; who, though few in number, were 
ſent forth to baptize all nations, in the name of 
x 2 the 
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the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 'Ghoſt. 


And they ſucceeded in their undertaking, not- 
withſtanding the kings, the princes, and the 
' philoſophers of the earth ſtood up, and the 
rulers took counſel together againſt the Lord, 
and againſt his Chriſt: They ſucceeded, I ſay, 


in defiance of perſecution,” and in * N * 


"pon > SO IR 


a 10 nl de. | Although the extraordinary 
gifts of the ſpirit have long fince ceaſed, yet 


| the ordinary aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt" is 
given to all good Chriſtians who aſk it, with 


Tincerity and truth, of their Almighty Father. 


155 the us, therefore, b to God for the gn 


the vibe: of Jeſus Chriſt, Jet us Foe over 
fin and death; and ſay with Deborah and Ba- 


rak, © So let all thine enemies periſh, O Lord!” 
Hut let them that love him,” (that love God 


and keep his commandments) * « be as the fun 


wen he goeth forth in his might.” Be bold, and 
confident of victory: Let them lay down for a 

while their mortal bodies in the duſt, reſting 
fatisfied and aſſured that they mall riſe to life 
and immortality hereafier. | 
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Diess vv.. 5 
1 Kines xviii. 39- | 
And when all the  people- ſaw it, they fel on 


Abe Faces; and they ſaid, oth Lord, he is * by 
God, the Lord, he is the God. 


"HESE words are the concluſion of the 
Hiſtory of Elijah's Sacrifice; in which, - 
we cannot ſufficiently admire the great courage 
and intrepidity of the holy Prophet, ſtanding 
ſingly, as he did, againſt an hoſt of enemies; 
nor can we ſufficiently love the cauſe in which 
he was engaged—the cauſe of Truth; which, 
doubtleſs, filled his breaſt with confidence to- 
wards God, and enabled him to * over 
the idolatrous Prieſts of TT: 


It ſhall be the buſineſs of the preſent dil. 
courſe, iſt to relate the circumſtances which 
„ attended 


— 
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| attended this miracle. And 1 to . : 
all who hear me this day to Near vitneſs.u unto 
* rruth, 


| un We m4 in 8 1 from 9 5 che | 
text is taken, that , whilſt | Ahab and Jezebel 
were making ſearch for Elijah, in order to put 
him to death, the Prophet was ſafely. lodged 
with the widow of. Zarephath, whoſe barrel of | 
meal waſted not, and whoſe cruiſe of oil did 
not fail until the Gay * * Lord ſent Fain 
upon the earth, 


And the time being now arrived when 
God, out of compaſſion to his people Iſrael, 


was determined to put an end to the great 


af drfught, which had continued three years, he 
commanded the- Prophet Elijah to go and ſhew 

bimſelf unto Ahab; and then ow the Lard) t 
5 a will 1225 rain "upon the earth, * | 


© Elijah went immedinechy- to ee bimſelf 
cs Ahab; and, on the road, he met with 
- Obadiah, the high ſteward of Ahab, who was 
a man that feared God; and not long before 


bad faved one hundred and * * | 


# | A. 


5 Dif. N. 0 r 114. 1 


the. Lord from the fury and | vengeance of 
Jezebel, by hiding them in a cave, and feed- 
ing them with bread and water. When, there- 
fore, Obadiah met him, he ſaid, Art thou 
that my Lord. Elijah 9 to which he anſwered, 


« f am; go, tell thy Lord, behold Elijah is here. 


But Obadiah, fearing that the ſpirit of God 
might carry the Prophet away from that place, 
Whilſt he was gone to give information to his 


| maſter, expoſtulates with Elijah, and tells | 


him, that if that was to be the caſe, he ſhould 
incur the diſpleaſure of King Ahab, who, if 
he could not find Elijah, would put him to 
death for bringing falſe intelligence. Upon 
which it was, that Elijah aſſured Obadiah, „4s 
the Lord of Hoſts liveth, before whom I fand, 1 
8 l 2 moe 4 8 him OY. Pr” 
Obadiah bie brou FX this account to. 
Ahab, the king went forth to meet Elijah; and, 
when he ſaw him, told the Prophet with much 
| rancour and bitterneſs of ſpeech, that he was. 
the cauſe of all the miſery and trouble which 


had for three years afflicted the land of Iſrael. 
To which the Prophet replied with a ſpirit of 
fire, by no means intimidated at the preſence. 


of 
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of dhis wicked monarch, * * * Lale have ä 
troubled Jjracl, but thou, O King, and thy father's 


houſe ; in that ye have forſaken the coms | 
of the living God, and have bowed, the ine to 


Baal. Now, therefore, fend and, gather to me 


all Jfrael unto Mount Carmel, and the Prophets 
of Baal four hundred and fifty, and the Prophets 
of | the Groves four n which eat the 
ce e 5 $2. 


'To this N tht 1 afſented, and; im- 
7 WE ORR gave orders for all the Children of 
Iſrael to aſſemble upon Mount Carmel; hoping, 
probably, by theſe means to get rid of the 
man he ſo much -hated, who muſt, of * 
* a e to the Prieſts of * ? 


75 


But Eljab, i in the a of 0 | 
many enemies, demanded of the people with 
Nr zeal, How long halt ye between two 
opinions; if the Lord be God, follow him ; but if 
Baal 1 God, then follow lum, Behold, (con- 


tinued he) J. even 1 only, remain a Prophet of 


| the Lord; but Baal's Prophets are four hundred 
and fifty men. And then turning to the Prieſts, 
be ſaid, © Take @ bulloct, and dreſs it, and lay 

TE us | . 


4 5 £ 
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| it on the altar, and put no fire under. 17 
will take another dullori in like manner. And 
call ye on the name of your God and I will call 
on the name of the Lord. And the God that an- 
fwereth by fire from Heaven, and OY. the _ 
| ONT let him be God. N OT ; ps 


--dfankiiis 455 de: an chan this ad | 
of Elijah. And the people, it ſeems, thought 
ſo; for they all ſaid, © it is well,ſpoken.” The 
ſcene muſt have been grand, the trial intereſt- 
ing beyond deſcription. Let us attend the 
Prieſts of Baal, whilſt they dreſs their bullock 
and lay it upon the altar. Hear them calling 
9 upon the name of Baal, from morning even 
vp untill noon, faying, O Baal, hear us! O fend 
us fire, conſume the ſacrifice, we pray! But 
in vain did they cry aloud, in vain did they 
leap upon the altar, and cut themſelves with 
knives and lancets till the blood guſhed out 
upon them, for no-anſwer was made to their 
prayers, no fire was ſent” to burn their victim. 
Which gave occaſion to Elijah in a holy zeal, 
to mock and deride them; ſaying, cry aloud, 
For he is a God; either he is talking, or te is 
purſuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure 
he is aſleep muſt be — But they 
DSS CREE 


. Acre 88 Dif. _ 4 
called to no purpoſe from morning untill non, 
and from may to the time of the offering 
of the evening ſacrifice; for there was neither 
voice, nor 2 02 to my nor rs * — 
Let us now turn to the cit de. of the 
pikture, and ſee Elijah calling all the people 
unto him; repairing the altar of the Lord that 
was broken down; cutting the bullock in 
pieces, and laying him upon the altar. Be- 
hold him ſtretching forth his hands to heaven 
in fervent prayer. Lord God of Abraham, 
Iſaac, and of Hfrael, (he faid) let it be known 
this day that thou art God in Tfrael, and that! 
am thy ſervant, and that I have done all theſe 
things at thy word. "Hear me, O Lord, hear 
me, that this people may know that thou art the 
Lord God, and that 1 have ns” all arp _—_ 
at thy word. | 
eh bad no Wan finished his prayer 
than fire came down from heaven, and con- 
ſumed the ſacrifice, and the wood, together 
Vith the ſtones and duſt, and licked up 225 


water A, was in the trench. 


— 


The « people proſen being — by lis 
ev ident 


* 


* 


EW 
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evident miracle, fell on their faces, and ſaid 


« The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, he is the 


God.“ i. e. They turned from. idolatry to the 
worſhip of the Living God. And Elijah, tak- 
ing hold of this opportunity, ſaid, «Take the 
Prophets of Baal, and kill them, without letting 
one of them eſcape.” Which having been per- 


| formed accordingly, Elijah promiſed Ahab that 


Fog God would very ſuddenly ſend rain upon the 
carth; which happened according to his word; 


5 for Ahab was overtaken with the rain e 185 


hae could reach his palace. 
5 als; We cannot but ks notice, from this ex- 
ample, of the invincible ſtrength of truth; which 
alone enables us to be firm and reſolute in the 
midſt of danger and diſtreſs, of trial and trou- 
ble. Elijah, though perſecuted and forſaken 
by men, and expoſed to the vengeance of his 


enemies, reſolutely. adhered to the worſhip of 
the true God; faithfulneſs was his ſhield, and 


truth his buckler. 
Let us, therefore, aſk ourſelves the queſtion 
which Pontius Pilate put to Chriſt; What is 


Truth? To which we anſwer with our Saviour, 


| wn he N to God for his Apoſtles, Thy 
word 
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word 5 Truth,=the word of God, the Goſpel. 

In this goſpel it is revealed unto us, that there 
is but one God, the Creator and Governor of 
te world; and one Mediator between God 
and man; who left the boſom of his Father, 
and came into this wretched world, that he 
might, by his croſs and paſſion, make an atone- 
ment for us; and, by riſing again on the thixd 
day, might bruiſe the ſerpent's head, and releaſe 
es wes n the e * death 2 in. 


This is 0 8 oy = To this 
end was I born, (faith our Saviour) and for this 

cauſe came I into the world, that I fhould bear. 
witneſs unto the truth. Every one that is waer the 
POT IOTT mY Ws: = „„ ont; 


* FR many have borne 1 to 5 
8 may be collected from the glorious 
company of the Apoſtles, the noble army of 
- Martyrs, and the Holy Church throughout all 
the Chriſtian world. The truth, notwithſtand- 
ing the oppoſition of proud philoſophers, the 
perſecution of wicked princes, and the con- 
tempt of the world in general, hath made its 
way to the uttermoſt parts of the earth; and 
many of its diſciples, though cruelly tor- 
e mented, | 


ah V. : > OO” 2 „ 0 


„ Moe 


| Aa a in dae * mn of their Lord 
and Maſter, that, for all their ſufferings in this 
| world for his name's ſake, they ſhould receive 
Aa crown FUE glory 1 in the world to come. „ 
1 7" d we have ſcen PI con- 
tending with the Prophets of Baal, and calling 
don fire from heaven to bear witneſs unto 
the truth. We have ſeen, with the eye of 
, _ faith, our blefſed Lord and Saviour expiring 
apon the croſs, and riſing again the third day, 
that he might bear witneſs unto the truth. For 
the fame reaſon it was, that his apoſtles per- 
formed ſach a variety of miracles—that they 
- endured with patience the ſcoffs and reproaches 
of the world counted it glory to ſuffer ſhame 
for his name—and, at laſt, ſealed their faith 
vith their blood. To theſe may be added a 
long liſt of Chriſtian heroes, who, in the ſeveral 
bitter perſecutions they ſuffered, not only met 
death without fear, but rejoiced in the midſt of 
their afflictions, that they ſhould be thought 5 
N to oP down their lives for the truth. 
| If then we ns the generous ardour and 
fiery zeal of Elijah, in times long before the 
5 | pub- 


N . "ac rut sAchir 10x, Ke. : 6 - Dif V. 


1 of the goſpel; if we. contemplate 
with reverence and wonder the ſteady virtue 


- and intrepid behaviour of the firſt converts to 


-» Chriſtianity, in the cauſe of truth; let us en- 
| deavour, though at an humble diſtance, to. 
imitate what we admire. Let us alſo- bear h 
witneſs unto the truth; as well in our lives 
- -and-aRtions, as in that awful moment of ap- 
proaching death! Let us diſcharge our duty 


towards God and man. Let us believe in our 


- Almighty Father, fear him, and love him with 
all our hearts, with all our minds, with all our 
- fouls, and with all our ſtrength. Let us love 
our neighbour as ourſelves. And, whatſo- 
| ever we would wiſh that men ſhould do unto 

us, let us do even ſo unto them. And when 

the hour ſhall come which is to terminate our 

: earthly pilgrimage; when we are to ſet out 
upon our journey towards that country from 
whence no traveller returns; may then the re- | 
collection of the truth, as it is in Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſmooth the wretched bed of ſickneſs, and alle- 
viate the pangs of death! May it enable us to 
lift up our heads with confidence to God who 
hath loved us, and to the Lamb who hath re- 

_ deemed us with the price of his blood. | 
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; N e a e xix. 36, 37- 


Fo Sennacherib, king of A Hria, departed, 
| and went and returned, and dwelt at Nitieoch, 
And it came to paſs, as he was wor ſhipping i in the 
houſe of N ifrock his God, that Adrammelech oy 
NY 15 Jons, JO him wm the . re 


gucn was the dend end of the great 
PI king of Aſſy ria, the proud, the mighty 
Sennacherib! A king, who dared to lift up 
| himſelf above God, and to diſhonour the Al- 
mighty by blaſphemy, before the walls of Je- 
ruſalem. In conſequence of which he was 
compelled to raiſe the ſiege by an angel, ho 
deſtroyed in one night the greateſt part of his 
army. Sennacherib, defeated and confound- 
ed, nne in haſte to Nineveh; and there, 


* % *+. 


F 2 -— as 
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.— 1111 in the houſe of ech 
his God, Adrammelech and — his — 5 
more him with the ſword.” 
| ' 
EB dae 114 in the following diſcoi . } "8 
do relate the hiſtory of this ſiege, and the ſeve- 
ral circumſtances attending it. And, 2dly, 
to draw ſuch inferences from it, as may excite 
in us a dread of offending that Being who is 
the Governor amongſt the nations, the Great King 
over all the earth; and may incline our hearts 
0 fear him, and to keep his commandments. 


DO Py 2 Ifwe a eyes. to os fared - 0 
- tures, we ſhall there find, that Hezekiah, king 
ol Judah, having refuſed to pay tribute- money 
td to, Senna, king of Aſſyria, the latter 
ſent Rabſhakeh, with a great hoſt to Jeruſalem, 
who threatened Hezekiah with deſtruQtion in 
the preſence of all the people, on purpoſe to 
diſcourage . them, and to make them rebel 
againſt him. Moreover, he accompanied his 
_ threats with ſcoffing reflections upon Heze- 
kiah's confidence i in God, and how vain it was 
to reſiſt the power of the great and mighty 
=; Sennacherib. « Hear the word of the, great 
2 I. king ( faith. Rabſhakeh to the Jews}. the king 
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% Afſyria. Thus faith the king, Let not en 
deceive you; for he ſhall not be able to deliver you 
out of his hand. Neither let Hezekiah make you 
truſt in the Lord, ſaying, the Lord will furely. 
deliver us, and this city ſhall not be delivered into 
| the hand of the king of Aſfſyria. Hearken. not to 
 Hezehiah,”* for, © hath any of the Gods of the 
Nations delivered at all his land out of the hand of 
the king of Aſhyria p Where are the Gods of. 
Hamath, or of Arpad ? Where are the Gods of 
Sepharvaim, Henah, and Ivan ?. + Have they de- 
© livered Samaria out of mine hand? Who are they 
among all the Gods of the countries that have de- 
livered their country out of mine hand, that dhe 
Lern man, deliver ee 5 ke 


erbt n been an e of 1 
theſe proud threats and blaſphemies, rent his 
cloaths, and put on ſackcloth, and went into 
the houſe of the Lord; from whence he ſent 
to Iſaiah the Prophet, to acquaint him with 
what had happened, entreating him to cry. 
mightily unto the Lord in that time of diftrefs, 
in that day of trouble, rebuke, and blaſphemy. 
The Prophet, in anſwer to his requeſt, bade 
him not be afraid of Sennacherib, becauſe 
God would fight for him; aſſuring him that 
0-2 the 


pa iS 


— 
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Aetsspot a re ſhould never Aer the city, | 
but be forced to raiſe the ſiege, an” to re- 
turn ſhamefully into his own country by 
33 "hes fame way he came, and there be murther- 
dead. * By'the way that he came, by the ſame ſhall 
Ie return, and ſhall not come into this city, faith 
5 " the Lord, for I will defend this city, to fave it 
| Ke, e N 8 Davids ? 
"_ CES 


| een . MY aides FRO the 
Prophet Iſaiah, as he was humbling himſelf, 
. and pouring forth his heart in prayer before 
che Lord in his temple. For, having received 
the blaſphemous threatening letter from the 
_ king of Aſſyria, he preſented it before the 
Lord, and holding it in his hands lifted up to 
__ heaven; he ſaid O Lord God of Iſrael, which 
. .dwelleſt between, the cherubims, thou alone art the 
God of all. the kingdoms of the earth, for thou 
haſt, made heaven and earth. Lord, bow' down 
thine ear, and hear—open, Lord, thine eyes, and 
ſte und hear the words of Sennacherib, which 
le hath ſent to reproach the living God. True it 
1 0 Tord, that. the lings of Aria have de- 
 Piroged other nations. and their lands, and caſt 
+ or Gods into the * for * were no Gods, 
$f | but 


** 
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2 
. 


” 
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- 


n of men's hands, wood and flone: © 
therefore they have deſtroyed them. Now, there- 
Jore, O Lord our God, fave thou us out o, his 
| hand, that all the lingdoms of "tht wr NP 
Te peg 1 
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The n of this 8 Wins were 3 * TOM 
for whilſt Sennacherib exulted in the idea of 
conquering Jeruſalem, and taking poſſeſſion 
of Hezekiah and his kingdom, the Almighty |. 
made bare his arm an angel came down from 
heaven, and ſwept the hoſt of Sennacherib with 
the beſom of deſtruction. A ſingle angel was 
oppoſed to this vaſt army, and in one night 
deſt royed an hundred and eighty-five thouſand 

men. Sennacherib, aſtoniſhed and confounded 
at the fight, returned precipitately to Nine 
veh, where yet a dreadful fate awaited him. 
« For as he was worſhipping in the houſe of 
Ni roch his God, his two ſons, en and 

; Sharezer, n. him with the ſword.” ” n 


| „Having thus brösſly chains: the hiſtofy- of 

_ this.tranſaQtion, we come new to draw ſuch 

inferences from it as may incline us to fear 
God, and; to ons his a AT A DSL 7 
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R © . kus DEFEAT a Dif. VI. 
aft; What a leſſon this is to che kings and 


oy rulers. of the earth! It teaches them that they 


are ſtill. but men — that arrogance and pride 
was not made even for kings—that they are 
equally dependent upon God with the meaneſt 
of their ſubjects for their creation and preſer- 
vation, and all: the good things which they 
enj joy— chat when they believe in God, rely 
upon him for protection, and pray unto him 
for aſſiſtance in the hour of diſtreſs, he heareth 
from his holy feat in heaven, baffleth the de- 
- figns of their enemies, and becometh their 
| help and their ſhield... But, on the contrary, 
when, like Sennacherib, they worſhip: idols, 
and fall down to wood and ſtone, and put 
their truſt in them, or in themſelves alone, for 
ſucceſs and victory, defying Him the only 
living God; then it is that * all his enemies 
f feel his hand, his right hand finds out them that 
| hate him,” and he en down his nes 
upon them. | DT 


19 dly. We learn from bende that blaſphemy 
is deteſtable in the ſight of God. Sennache- 
rib, and moſt of the nations round about him, 
offered up prayers to idols; and he denied 

that the God of Iſrael was more powerful than 

Me 17 CF os „ r 
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TP the Gods of Manna Arpad, and Sepharvaim. 
= But, to his utter confuſion, he found the con- 
trary to be true, and that there was no God in 
all the earth but the ey n pro etted dy 


ruſalem. e LOG e SHU and e ; 
: 1 * 


by We | ate examples in Scripture of blaſ- 
phemy being puniſhed with inſtant death. As 
that of the Iſraelitiſi woman's ſon recorded 
by "Moſes; and of Herod ſitting upon his 
RE. throne, whilſt the people. ſhouted, It is the 
| voice of a God, and not of a man; and im- 
mediately he was eaten up of en becauſe 
| e * not W _ n Foe k 


i 


_—_— we cannot bu a notice Lab this, { 

as well as from other remarkable interpoſitions bf 

of Divine Providence in favour of the Jews) | 
of the deſign of the Supreme Being to main- 
tain the worſhip of One God in the world, in 
oppoſition to polytheiſm and idolatry. For 
this worſhip of the One Supreme Being was 
practiſed only by the Jews—all other nations 
being ignorant of the true God, and paying 
adoration to graven images, or to the moon 

and ſtars, and all the hoſt of heaven. Upon 

all occaſions, therefore, where the honour of 
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1 [bis Power quell 
7 unity denied, the Holy | C It 


fuchthings were done (like the defeat of Sen- 


5 nacherib) that all the world might know _ 
5 * was but one * the God " Iſrael. 


When David cat gg 4 Goliah; and 


Oi giant curſed him by his Gods, David told 
him hat he was ſure of victory, | becauſe 
| ] come'to thee in the name of the Lord o/ Hoſts, 


the God . the armies 7 W n * 1 
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80 Kkewile: ene on . Elijab. con- 


| tended with four hundred and fifty of Baal's 
Prophets, he told them to call upon the name 


of their Gods, whilſt he ſhould call upon the 


name of the Lord. But in vain did they cry 
from morning even until noon, O Baal, hear 


us For the God that anſwered by fire from 


5 within: and. copfumed m_ 11.56 08pm Was ne . 
| * * of Wreck . 


KE. 


1. way yi more bene did God inſtru 


105 . that He was God alone, by bringing 


the Jes out of Egypt with a mighty hand 
b overthrowing their 
e.nemies 


* "os 


[ 
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enemies in the red ſea by ſuſtaining his 
people in the wilderneſs and afterwards, when 
5 they came into the land of Canaan, by order- 
; ing the ſun and 'moon to ſtand ſtill at the 
voice of his ſervant” Joſhua—and amongſt 
other wonderful works (that mentioned in the 
text) by ſending back the mighty Sennache- 
rib, aſhamed oy cee to enen 
By theſe means it was that the Notthigh of 
One God came to be preſerved in the world, 
although confined for a long time to the nar. 
roy limits of Judea. But when this dottrine 
was further confirmed and eftabliſhe@ by the 
religion of Jeſus Chriſt, it was, together with 
that religion, extended to the uttermoſt parts 
of the earth, And, notwithſtanding the dif. 
ferences of opinion concerning the- Divinity of 
our Saviour, and of the Holy Spirit; 'and a 
Trinity of Perſons in the Unity of the Divine 
Nature Vet we all, both Jews and Chriſtians, 
and the followers of Mahomet, agree, that 
there is but One God, the Father 1 
; who made and governs the world. 
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25 Se God, by this hitte, obi 
teach the princes and rulers of the earth, that 
| He 


=. ws uE DEFEAT, c&c. Die VL ; 
He is King of Kings, and, Lord of Lords- 
tem that, honour him he will honour; er. 
woſe that deſpiſe him ſhall be lightly eſteemed. 
And he would teach all nations, from the | 
puniſhment. inflicted on Sennacherib and bis 

army, and the favour ſhewn to Hezekiah and | 
the people who defended Jeruſalem that he is 
terrible in his judgments to them that hate him, 
and blaſpheme his holy, name; but ſhews 
mercy to thouſands of them that fear un. and 
keep * nnn. 5 


773 us, Sa if we | iſh to "Rs God's | 

Gm to the kingdom \ wherein we live, endea- 
vour to pleaſe him, « by abhorring that which 
is evil, and cleaving to that which is good, by 
hating ſin, and prattiſing all manner of right- 
coufneſs. Let every individual amongſt us 
contribute ſomething towards the public proſ—- 

perity, by the exerciſe of private virtues—fo 
that, in this age of revolutions and wreck of 
empires, we may ſtill ſtand ſecure—an exam- 
ple to ſurrounding countries, that © Righteouf- 
neſs exalteth a nation, and how © Bleſſed and 
happy are the People who T_ the oo _ their by 
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Tien was the ling exceeding glad for. hin, "BY" 
i commanded that they ſhould take Daniel up out of 
the den, ſo Daniel was taken wp out of the den, 
and no manner of hurt was found upon him, be- 
+ Length believed in his God. © bam 1 


: TN che chapter 1 aha theſe words are 


taken, we read the hiſtory of the condem- 


nation of the Prophet Daniel to almoſt certain 


death, and his wonderful deliverance there- 
from by that God in whom he believed; .whoſe 
almighty power and providence brought 
him forth unhurt from the lions“ den. The 
great courage and undaunted ſpirit diſplayed 
by this captive Jew, in refuling to comply 


- 


—. 


of 


9 . | DANIEL IN Dif VIL. 


with the king 8 8 and forſake his Maker, 
cannot but attract our admiration; and his. 

firm faith and truſt in God, in circumſtances 
the moſt terrifying to. the human mind, is 
worthy of our imitation, whenfoever dangers 


_ threaten us, misfortunes fall upon us, or r the 
hour of death is — 9 7 „ 


—— 


| The 7 aſſigned in the text © why, no 

manner of hurt was found upon Daniel when 
he came out of the den of lions is, becauſe he 

| believed in his God. It ſhall, therefore, be the 


- buſineſs of the following diſcourſe to inculcate 


- ſtrong conviction of this belief; not a barren 
truſt and ſpeculative confidence, but ſimilar to 


that with which David was inſpired when he 


faid to the Philiſtine, Thou comeſt to me with 
26 fwora, and with a ſpear, and with a ſhield; 
bus I come to thee in the name of the Lord of Hoſts, 
the God of the armies of Iſrael, whom thou haſt 
defied. This day will the” Lord deliver thee into 
mine hand; and I will fmite thee, and take thine 


"head from thee: and I will give the carcaſes of 8 
the hoſt of the Philiſtines this day unto the fowls 


of the air, and to the wild beaſts of the earth; 
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n hes firſt e let us Wok a mti into 
| . hiſtory. of this fi ingular event, and endea- 
vour to point out the crime which ſubjected 


the Prophet to * cruel and dreadfuß A VEE 
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we find then, tl that Darius the Mede; berg 
* the means of his nephew Cyrus) obtained 
poſſeſſion of the dominions of Belſhazzar, 


greatly eſteemed the Prophet Daniel; becauſe 


the king conſidered him as a perſon filled with 


he had interpreted the myſterious hand- writ- 


ing upon the wall to proud Belſhazzar. The 
| king, therefore, thought'to ſet him over the 5 
whole realm, and give him the preference to 
his preſidents, and princes, and great men of 
the land. But the more that honours and 


favours were heaped upon Daniel, the more 


it excited the hatred and envy of the princes 


and officers about the court, who could not 


e endure 


2; IA THE: ions“ orn. : of | 81 
15 2 all the earth * gs that there'is is God 


the ſpirit of God, knowing what he had for- 
merly foretold to Nebuchadnezzar, and how 
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adore the treatment which they. met with from 
their ſovereign, whilſt a poor Jew, a priſoner | 
in Babylon, was lifted up above them. But 
they knew not how to bring an accuſation 
_ againſt him with reſpect to his life and con- 
1 dukt, which was innocent and irreproachable. 
They were conſequently obliged. to have re- 
courſe to another expedient, in which they 
ſucceeded. They perſuaded the king to pro- 
claim to all people within his dominions, 
Nat whoſoever ſhould off any petition of either 
God or man, except of him alone, for the jj of 
ee . vo eg into lle . den. 


The holy! Pops; 00 * aware ws: this 
N law was framed for his deſtruction, be- 
haved with a ſpirit becoming his exalted cha- 
rafter, and was reſolved not to obey ſo im- 

pious a decree. Preferring, therefore, the law 

olf God before the law of man, he prayed as 
Aÿwſual three times in the day, to the Lord God 
of Iſrael, in his chamber, and with his win- 

- dows open towards Jeruſalem; which was a 

- euſtomr of the Jews. The conſequence was, 

that he was +. watghed: by his enemies, who 

5 | . Seat 
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n THE 11088! DEN. © *" 


| inſtantly accuſed him as a rebel before. Darius, 5 
b ed execution of the ſentence p 
© E * 5 155 5442 3:31 5 4 
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We are further informed chin: Darius ec 2pas 

ſore diſpleaſet with humſelf for having figned the 1; 

| 1 and ſet his heart on Daniel to deliver 

im: and he laboured until the going down of the 

fun * deliver him.” But the king received 

information, that every decree and ſtatute 
which he had enacted, was (according to the 
laws of the Medes and Perſians) unchangeable, 
and that therefore Daniel ought to be caſt im- 
mediately into the den of lions. Darius then ; 
ordered Daniel to be brought forth, and -— 

| thrown into the den; faying unto him, Thy =} 
God, whom tou n n hie wid deli- 

ver tee. 


* 


8 


It ſeems from hence, that Darius was of 

opinion, that the God whom Daniel worſhip- 

ped was the only true God; and that, he would 

not deſert his faithful ſervant in the midſt of 5 

danger, and in the face of death. His opinion 
was 9 for, riſing very early in the 
e morn- 


r 1 Dares wm Dif. VIL 


--nvtiening; he went to the mouth of the den, and 
found that Daniel was yet alive and well; ſafe 
and ſecure amongſt even raging lions. | The 
Prophet informed the king, that God had ſent 
an angel down from heaven, who had ſtopped - 
tte lions' mouths, and prevented them from 
doing him any injury, becauſe he had found 
him innocent in his ſight, though accuſed .and 
condemned by men. Then was the- king ex- 
ceeding glad for him, and commanded that they 
ſiould take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel 
was taken up out of the den, and no manner of 
hurt was found ”m_— * N he a in 
i hits mw” 5 1 5 N 


1 we now — dc: to 9 of 5 
: * uſe this example may be to us alſo, in the 
hour of danger, of adverſity, and of death. 


©* When expoſed to danger, it is our duty to 
lite and-truſt in God; to believe, I: ſay, 


that he is both able and willing to ſave all 


thoſe who call upon him in the time of diſtreſs 
and peril. Of this the Pſalmiſt gives us a fine 
1 8 Ney tht *g0 down to: the fea in 

Hips, 
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ſhips, =P? ocoupy their buſineſs in great waters 


| theſe men ſee the 1 works of the Lord, and his won 


ders in the deep. For at ſuis word the flormy 


uind ariſeth, which. lifteth up the waves thereof. 


They are carried up to the heavens, and down again 


to ine deep: their foulf melteth away becauſe of the 
trouble. So when they cry unto'the Lord in their 
trouble, he delivereth them out of their diſtreſs. | 


For he maketh the ſtorm to I 75 that Rea waves 


7 ens bale og F . 


When God deſtroyed the world by: a de- 
We he ſaved Noab-and his family in the ark; | 
becauſe he had walked uprightly, and'believed 
and cruſted in him. When Nebuchadnezzar - 

commanded Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abed- 

nego to be caſt into the burning fiery furnace, 
becauſe they would not' worſhip the golden 
image which the king had ſet up; we read that 
not a hair of their heads was hurt, nor had 
even the ſmell of fire paſſed upon their clothes; 


doubtleſs, becauſe they believed in their God. 


Theſe things were recorded for our inſtruc- 
tion; and they teach us, whenever expoſed to 


e whenever engaged in perils of war, or 
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in perils of waters, of in perils at home or 


os abroad, to believe and truſt in God, to cry 


out with David, God is our hope and ſtrength, 


; a very preſent help in trouble. Therefore: will we 
If; fear, FA the earth be moved, and G 


b 


. Though the waters Mare} BA as cl . | 
" though the mountains ſhake at the tempeſt of the 
ame. The Lord of IE es Ga Y | 


25 Nn is our SEN, e eee e 


Are we in adverfity, . 
press upon us? Let this. good principle of be- 


lief in God comfort and ſupport - us under 


them. Let us recolledt, that this life is ſtate 


of trial and probation, in which we are necec. 


ſarily ex to many difficulties, troubles, 
and allictions; and that it is our buſineſs to 
ſtrive ©, to enten at the trait gate, through 
much hardſhip and Ker into the _ 
dom of nne e 


— 


nd do misfortunes 


Laftly.. Doth the 5 of dent 3 8 


Then certainly is this belief in God moſt ne- 


ebe when the ON is about to be ſeparated 


from 


} 


» ; 
* 


ſe 22 xuR Lions“ Ex. 87 
from the body, accountable to the: ** | 


Being, and ſummoned before the dread tri- 


bunal. When Daniel was caſt into the lions“ 
den, he muſt have met with immediate death 


from their fury, had he not been aſſured that 


God would deliver him, and that with his 


favourable kindneſs he Vould protett kim, 


as with a ſhield, —Have we this faith? Have 


we this confidence and truſt in God? When 


dhe awful period arrives, the moment which is 


; i to take us away from all that is near and dear 


to our hearts, from our friends, our country, 


/ 


our children, and from all the enjoyments of 


life; what then can afford us any conſolation, 
but this belief in God, and conſequently in 


our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Cbriſt? For he 


ſaith, If ye believe in God, believe alſo in me, who 
died upon the croſs for. your ſins,” and roſe again 
for your juſtiſication. If then, im that trying 
fituation, we ſhall be found'to have a ſtrong 
conviction of this belief impreſſed upon our 
minds, that there is a God who hath loved us, 
and a Saviour who hath redeemed us from 
death and miſery, happy ſhall we be. Then 
8879 * triumph with Saint Paul, „0 death, 
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5 fs . in hit 2 O grave, . is thy vic 
5 tory 2. "The finghf 4 death is fon, and the ſtr, | 
Ee fon is the lau. But thanks be to God, oY 
See e. . e thr Mu : 
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Eh „ e We have related thei Won | 
daerful deliverance of Daniel from the den of 
lions and given the cauſe why. no manner of 
hurt Was found upon himiz'"* becauſe he believed 

An hin God. And,; from this example, we re- 

| commended, to all men the fame belief and 

| KEY in God; in times of perſonal danger and 

5 diſtreſs; of misfortune. andꝭ affliction, and, moſt 

eſpecially in our dying hour. What then re- 

mains, but that we bring theſe truths home to our 

on boſoms, and ſuffer; them to have a proper 
influence upon us? Not only to acknowledge 

with our lips, that we believe in God, the Father 

finihy, Maker, of Heaven and Earth is but alſo 

: in our liyes; and to feel courage and confi- 

A * within our hearts, that the Lord is our 

light and Jaluation, whom then ſhall we fear? 

Nie Lord is the AS 22 5 aur nn at whom 
Velen be * e ee 

. To 
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, Dif. VII. | THE LIONS? DEN. ; . 89 
To which belief in God we muſt ad as it 
33 in our creed, belie in Fefus Chriſt, 
his only Son, our Lord; who came down from 
heaven, took our nature upon him, and ex 
pired in agonies upon the croſs; thereby 
making the great atonement for ſin, reverſing 
the conſequences of Adam's tranſgreſſion, 
and opening the kingdom of heaven to all be- 
lievers. To gain admiſſion into this kingdom 
ſhould be the firſt object of every Chriſtian; 
the prize for which he ſhould contend; the 
goal to which he ought. to run; the crown of 
_ righteouſneſs which is ſet before him, and 
which ought tc to rouſe his ambition. 


% „ 1 
5 ad a — 


Let us chen acknowledge and feel theſe im- 
portant truths, and ſay with the Pſalmiſt, that 
« it is better to truſt in the Lord than to put any 
confidence in man; becauſe © they who put their 
truſt in the Lord, fall be even as the Mount 
Zion, which may not be removed, but n fa N | 


for ever.” 


Standing faſt upon this rock of our falva- 
tion, let us look down with contempt upon the 
world, 
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mis me ute, che grave 5 gate 
olf death, to riſe to the life immortal, for his 
| merits, who died, and was bur and roſe 
again for us, even Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
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7 Jon AH 1. 10. 5 
And the Lord ſpale unto the fiſh, and it 
voomited oub Jon upon the dry land. 


IN theſe few ord. is tons the 3 
deliverance of the Prophet Jonah. He 


remained three days and three nights in the 


belly of a fiſh, and, by the command of God, 
was carried ſafe to ſhore. A lively repreſen- 


tation of that ſtupendous victory which Jeſus ' 


Chriſt, eight hundred years after this event, 
obtained over death and hell! When, having 
expired upon the croſs for the ſalvation of the 
world; and been three days and three nights 


in the heart of the earth, he aroſe triumphant 


from the grave. For God would not keep his 
foul in hell, neither would he ſuffer his Oy One 


to fee corruption. | 
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Let u us, in the following diſcourſe, firſt, en- 
quire, why this puniſhment was inflicted upon 
Jonah. And, ſecondly, ſhew what inſtruction 
may be gathered from this example, which may 
* of uſe to all mankind. : 3 


F irſt. The Prophet Jonah was bent * this 
meſſage from God to the inhabitants of Nine- 
veh: © Ariſe, go to Nineveh, that great city, and 
cry _ it: 1 their "NS: is come up 
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5 Neve was ; the metropolis of the kingdom 
of Aſſyria; ſo called from its beauty, and the 
paleaſantneſs of its ſituation; adorned with 
every thing that nature and art could produce; 
full of wealth and magnificence, ſplendid build- 
ings, and ſtately palaces; in ſhort, the queen 
of cities, the moſt rich and beautiful in the 
world. To this place Jonah was fent with 
the meſſage above-mentioned; a taſk full of 
difficulty and diſcouragement; that he, alone, 
and a ſtranger, ſhould go to fo great a city; 
ſhould tell the king, and princes, and people, 
of their crimes, and threaten it with deſtruc- 
tion in the ſpace of forty days! 4 Yet ey 


495, and — N be overthrown.” | 
God, 


0 
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God, nevertheleſs, commanded the e | 
: 1 undertake this buſineſs; ſhewing thereby, 
that, as great as Nineveh was, it was not too 


great for God to pull down and deſtroy; nei- 
ther is any city or kingdom in the world. And 
berein confounding the Iſraelites, amongſt 
whom Jonas and others had before propheſied, 
who, when they ſhould hear of the repentance 
of Nineveh, an Heathen city, at the preach- 
ing of Jonas, might be the more aſhamed; as 
they were not moved to repentance by the ex- 
hortation of the Prophets, who had for ſo long 


a time propheſied amongſt them, but went on 


ſtill 1 in their ſins. 


Jonas, however, not being willing to under- 
| take this difficult taſk, fled by ſea, to go to 
Tarſhiſh, a city in Cilicia, where Paul was 


afterwards born. He went down, therefore, to 
Joppa, a ſea-port of Paleſtine, and found a 
bio going to Tarſhiſh. So he paid the fare there 


of, and went "down into it, to go with them unto 
TM iſh, 1 the preſence of the Lord. 


This e of the 8 Fa unac- 
countable; becauſe he muſt have known that 
God, 


at things contained therein, is every 


— 
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1 5 Od de Maker of Heaven and Earth, and of 
y where 
preſent, and that no one can hide themſelves 


from him. He muſt have known, that, if it 3D 


had been in his power to aſcend: up into hea- 
ven, God was there; if he went "down into 
hell, God was there alſo; if he took the wings 
of the morning, and fled to the uttermoſt 
parts of che ſea; even there alſo ſhould his 
hand lead him, and his right hand ſhould hold 
him. We muſt, therefore, give ſome reaſon 
for the conduct of the Prophet upon this oc- 
caſion; and the moſt probable is, that he knew, 
if the Ninevites repented, it would bring great 
diſgrace upon his on countrymen; who 
hated all other nations, and thought that holi- 
neſs excluſively belonged to the Jews. Saint 
Peter alſo was of the ſame opinion, till God 
taught him otherwiſe. „ VE xnow (be ſays) 
how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is 
a Few, to keep company with, or come unto one 
of ancther nation: But God hath  ſhewed: me, that 
I flould not call any man common or unclean.” — 
The Prophet, therefore, labouring under Jewiſh 
prejudices, roſe up to flee unto Tarſhiſh from 
the preſence of the Lord: But in vain is it for 
man to contend with his Maker. 
"FT os The 
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The ſequel of this hiſto ry informs us, in 
what manner the Lord made manifeſt to the 


Prophet the crime which he had committed; 


and how greatly he had finned in refuſing _ ms 


WHEN 3 Cot amok laid N him. 


. ed n out a great * into the 
fon, and there was a mighty tempeſt in the ſea, - ſo 


that the ſhip was like to be broken.”” The ma- 
riners, terrified and alarmed, began to call 
every one upon his God; awaked Jonah from 


ſleep, and ſaid unto him, « What meaneſt thou, O 

ſleeper ? Ariſe and call upon thy God, if ſo be that 
God will think upon us, that we periſh not.” This 
was rather extraordinary, that they being Hea- 


thens and untaught, ſhould ſhew ſo much piety 
as to pray themſelves, and excite devotion in 


others; aceording to that precept of the Pſalm- 
iſt, © Cal upon me in the time of trouble." 
This plainly ſhews, I ſay, that it is known by 
the light of nature, that there is a God—and 


that he ruleth over ſea and land, and over the 


moſt boiſterous winds; and that He only can 
ſay to the howling tempeſts, Peace be ſtill,” 
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The dal: however, continuing, and 'the 
"Ki having done every thing in their power 
to preſerve the veſſel from being daſhed to 
pieces; they were now fully convinced that this 
| tempeſt was extraordinary, and ſent down 
from heaven. They therefore agreed to caſt 
lots, which was a common cuſtom both amongſt 
Jews and Heathens, to find out the man for 
- whoſe wickedneſs God was thus offended, and 
for whoſe-crime they were likely to be buried 
in the = 92855 G lots, and the lot fell 
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The e was Any truck with a 


ente of his crime, and repented of his diſobe- 


dience to the command of God. He told them 
who he was, and for what cauſe this judgment 
came upon them. And they were exceedingly 
afraid; and faid unto him, Why haft thou done 
this & What hall we do unto thee, that the ſea be 
calm? © Thou knoweſt that thou art the 
author of this calamity which hath befallen us. 
God is againſt thee, and demands thee to be 
puniſhed; what ſhall we do unto thee? We 
are nn to put thee to death; we wiſh 
| rather 


- 


. 


rather to preſerve thy life; but we perceive, . , 
that the more compaſſionate and merciful we 


are towards thee, the more does the ſea rage 
around us, and we ſhall all be involved in one 
common ruin.“ To which Jonas anſwered, 


Take me up, and caſt me forth into the ſea; ſo 


ſhall the fea be calm unto you: For I know that 
for my ſake. this great tempeſt is _upon JOu,— 


« Since I only have ſinned, I offer voluntarily 


to die; leſt on account of my guilt, ye ſhould 
ſuffer any evil. If I am caſt into the ſea, your 
| lives will be preſerved; if I am ſuffered to 
remain on board your veſſel, ye will periſh. 20 

; N W the men -rowed hard to bring 
the ſhip. to ſhore; in which they certainly 
diſplayed great humanity, and unwillingneſs 


to drown Jonah; although a ſtranger, and 
offering himſelf to be caſt into the ſea. But, 


not being able to effect their purpoſe, they 
cried unto the Lord, and ſaid, We befeectrthee, 


O Lord, we beſeech thee, let us not periſh for this 


man's life, and lay not upon us innocent blood ; 
for thou, O Lord, haſt done as it pleaſed thee. 


So they took up Jonah, and caſt ham forth into 


the 9 and the ſea caaſed from ler raging.— 
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That is, God, who raiſed this St over 


| __ their heads to puniſh the diſobedience of his 


Meme, HOW: naſe the 94 to denſe; 70 _ 


| m Wal idſlunce W was a . of Chriſt, 
+ who died upon the croſs to make an atone- 
ment for our fins. We that believe in him, | 
being before toſſed with ſtorms of fears, and 
in danger of being drowned in the pit of de- 
ſtruktion, thereby obtain peace with God, me 
| enjoy \ * reſt in our ſouls. | 


Let us now, in he bd place, ſee . 
is become of Jonah, and what inſtruction r 
0 be * from this eee | 
5 We are informed: Fry * Lord had prepared 

6 great fiſh to fwallow up Fonah—that he was in 
the belly of the fiſh three days and three nights— 
after which the Lord ſpale unto the fiſh, and it 


© wvomated out os upon the _y land. 


: This fiſh/i is ſaid WW our 1 to be a whale; 
and in this Jonah was evidently a type of 
Chriſt, as is plainly taught in the oe. * fs 


Jonas | 


1 


vey Pin. loan. 4 | . 101 
wd three days and three nights- in the 


, fo fhall the Son of Man be ee 


days and three nights in the heart of the earth,” 


But if any perſons doubt how this could be, 


that a man ſhould live ſo long in the belly of 
a whale, and not be fuffocated; let them con. 
ider how all ſorts of wild beaſts and fowls 
came into the ark to Noah, and were pre. 
ſerved and fed by him, contrary to their fierce 


and ſavage natures. Let them conſider, how 


the waters of the red ſea and of the river Jor- 
dan were divided for the Children of Iſrael 


how a fiſh came ſo ſoon to the hook of Saint 


Peter, with money in its mouth—or how a 


child can live for ſo many months in its mo- 


ther's womb. With God nothing is impoſſi- 
. ble; He is almighty, and can do whatſoever 
pleaſeth him; we are therefore to believe that 
he could, and really did, effect this great mira- 


cle, unleſs we will be infidels; unleſs we call 


in queſtion his exiſtence, or uy alc 
To conclude. Whilſt we eder the 
dreadful ſituation of the Prophet Jonah in the 
belly of the whale, and his deliverance there- 
from on the third day; let us always carry in 
. mind 


* : 
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mind the death and ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and his glorious reſurrection; to which this 
ſtory. is analogous. There is alſo a further 
ſimilarity between them. For as Jonah, after 
his "deliverance, went and preached to the 
Ninevites, and turned them to repentance; ſo, 
likewiſe, after the reſurrection of Chriſt, the 
Holy Spirit was ſent down upon the Apoſtles, 
and they went forth to convert all nations, to 
teach them the knowledge of the true God, | 
and the neceſſity of a Saviour; baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the _ 
and of the wy Ghoſt. | 


KX 


We may bender learn from this Laine, 
© |, that although we may be plunged into a ſea of 
troubles, and ſo ſurrounded with dangers and 
_ -- misfortunes. as to deſpair of ſuccour; we may 

_ nevertheleſs be aſſured, that the hand of the 
Lord is not ſhortened, and that he heareth, 
from his holy ſeat in heaven, all thoſe who call 
upon him in the hour of diſtreſs and miſery. 
Ves, the ſame Almighty Being, who delivered 
Daniel from the lions* den, who protected 
Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego in the 


ng nary furnace; who preſerved alive the 
Prophet 


— 
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: Prophet Jonah for three days and three nights | 
in the belly of a whale, will never leave us nor 
forſake us. Particularly not, when languiſh- 
ing under bodily infirmities, and lying upon 
the bed of ſickneſs, we beſeech him to reſtore 
us to our former health; unwilling yet perhaps 
to quit the world, unprepared perhaps to die! 
May He then hear our prayers—and may we, 
from the conſideration of God's mercy and 
goodneſs towards us, lead the reſidue of our 
lives in his fear and to his glory; ſo that, 
having honoured Him on earth, He may ow 7? 
nour us in heaven. 
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